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For  chances  are,  if  we  lose  the  child,  we  lose 
the  adult ...  to  mental  institutions ,  peniten¬ 
tiaries,  crime,  poverty ,  and  ignorance. 

from  Inaugural  Address,  January  12,  1987 
of  Governor  James  R  Thompson 

In  1983,  recognizing  the  severity  and  com¬ 
plexity  of  the  teenage  pregnancy  crisis. 
Governor  James  R.  Thompson  initiated 
Parents  Too  Soon  (PTS).  This  comprehen¬ 
sive  statewide  initiative  was  created  to 
promote  teen  pregnancy  prevention  and 
positive  parenting  among  teens  who  be¬ 
come  parents  too  soon.  PTS  programs  offer 
services  to  improve  the  health  of  teen  moth¬ 
ers  and  their  babies,  to  prevent  school 
dropout,  to  prevent  child  abuse  and  ne¬ 
glect,  to  promote  teen  male  responsibility 
and  to  reduce  welfare  dependency. 

The  program  provides  services  to  young 
men  and  women  through  the  age  of  20.  It 
has  three  primary  goals: 

1)  the  prevention  of  teen  pregnancy 

2)  the  reduction  of  the  health  risks 
associated  with  teenage  childbearing 

3)  the  improvement  of  teen  parents’ 
ability  to  cope  with  the  responsi¬ 


bilities  of  parenthood. 


Parents  Too  Soon  programs  are  showing 
results.  The  babies  born  to  teens  involved  in 
PTS  programs  are  healthier.  In  1987,  only 
2.2  percent  of  babies  bom  to  teens  in  a 
Southern  Illinois  PTS  project  weighed  less 
than  five  and  one-half  pounds,  compared 
with  13.3  percent  in  1985.  The  same  project 
produced  a  23  percent  reduction  in  the 
number  of  teen  births  since  1984;  the  in¬ 
fant  death  rate  has  also  been  substantially 
reduced. 

The  teen  parent  employment  programs 
are  successfully  training  participants  and 
placing  them  in  jobs.  Since  Public  Aid’s 
Young  Parent  Program  began  in  1983, 3,870 
young  parents  have  enrolled  in  the  program 
while  698  program  participants  have  ob¬ 
tained  employment,  244  have  completed 
vocational  training,  458  have  completed 
their  secondary  education,  1 1  have  com¬ 
pleted  English  as  a  second  language,  and 
six  have  completed  elementary  school.  And 
in  that  time,  only  4.9  percent  of  the  young 
women  have  experienced  a  repeat  preg¬ 
nancy. 
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Parents  Too  Soon  is  unique  in  that  it  is 
built  upon  interagency  coordination  at 
both  the  state  and  local  levels.  At  the  state 
level  the  funding  flows  through  three  lead 
agencies:  the  Departments  of  Public  Health, 
Public  Aid  and  Children  and  Family  Serv¬ 
ices.  Parents  Too  Soon  also  coordinates 
with  the  teen  pregnancy  efforts  of  other 
state  agencies  and  involves  the  private 
sector  by  funding  the  public/private  part¬ 
nership  known  as  the  Ounce  of  Prevention 
Fund. 

At  the  local  level  Parents  Too  Soon 
funds  over  125  agencies.  These  commu¬ 
nity-based  organizations  are  the  heart  of 
the  initiative’s  efforts.  They  include  local 

health  departments,  Catholic  Charities  and 
Lutheran  Social  Services,  YWCA’s,  family 
planning  agencies,  hospitals,  mental  health 
organizations,  community  action  agencies, 
child  welfare  agencies,  settlement  houses, 
family  support  agencies  and  schools.  Serv¬ 
ices  include:  pregnancy  testing,  family  plan- 


ning,  medical  care  for  pregnant  and  parent¬ 
ing  teens  and  their  children,  parenting 
training,  nutrition  education  and  food  sup¬ 
plements,  counseling,  advocacy  and  sup¬ 
port  services  including  day  care  and  trans¬ 
portation,  and  educational,  vocational  and 
job  placement  services.  In  addition,  the  De¬ 
partment  of  Public  Aid  administers  two  in¬ 
novative  programs  for  teens  who  receive 
public  assistance  and  need  help  moving 
from  dependency  to  self-sufficiency. 

During  FY  88,  PTS  served  more  than 
33,000  persons  with  direct  medical,  social 
or  educational  services  and  reached  an¬ 
other  100,000  with  PTS  community  educa¬ 
tion. 

Since  its  inception  PTS  has  sponsored 
several  public  service  campaigns.The  1987 
campaign  “Speaking  for  Ourselves”  featured 
actual  teen  parents  talking  to  their  peers 
about  the  hardships  of  being  a  teen  parent. 
The  1988  campaign,  “Start  Talking,”  fea¬ 
tures  Illinois  parents  and  teens  highlighting 
the  need  for  parent-teen  communication 
about  sex.  All  public  service  materials  pre¬ 
sent  a  toll-free  and  confidential  phone  num¬ 
ber  (1-800-4-CALL-US)  the  public  can  call 
for  information  and  referral  to  services  in 
their  community. 


Illinois  is  a  leader  nationwide  in  ac¬ 
cepting  the  challenge  of  dealing  with  teen¬ 
age  pregnancy.  In  1987,  Parents  Too  Soon 
was  one  of  ten  government  programs  recog¬ 
nized  by  Harvard  University's  Kennedy 
School  of  Government  and  the  Ford  Foun¬ 
dation  for  the  prestigious  Innovation  in 
State  and  Local  Government  Award  Pro¬ 
gram. 

Recognizing  that  teenage  pregnancy  is 
a  complex  problem  for  which  there  is  no 
quick  fix,  Illinois’  government  leaders  know 
that  progress  will  require  the  cooperation  of 
a  wide  spectrum  of  state  and  local  agencies, 
the  legislature,  private  business,  parents 
and  teens.  Accepting  the  challenge  to  work 
together  to  find  solutions  to  this  problem 
will  ensure  a  brighter  future  for  today’s 
teens  and  their  children. 
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